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What are Cooperatives 



What are Cooperatives 

A Co-operative is an autonomous association of persons united 
voluntarily to meet their common economic, social, and cultural needs 
and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically-controlled 
enterprise.

Cooperative Legal Entities 

• Cooperatives operate in every industry of the Australian economy; 
• The field is mature and diverse; 
• Two forms – Cooperative:  

• Non distributive (Not Profit) 
• Distributive – (Trading)

• The substantial majority of Cooperatives are non-distributive (NFP) 



WHAT MAKES COOPERATIVE 
DIFFERENT:
COOPERATIVE VALUES



COOPERATIVE VALUES: 
7 COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES

https://www.ncba.coop/7-cooperative-principles
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What role can Cooperatives play 
In Innovative Partnerships and Social 
Investment 

Industry Scope & the current services environment 
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What role can Cooperatives play locally 
Public Service Mutuals 

Cooperative Enterprise – an answer to the Merger dilemma:



Balancing key objectives:

Identify the Market
& Business Planning



Additional resources and further reading

Cooperatives & Resources:

• Business Council Cooperatives & Mutuals 
(BCCM):  http://bccm.coop/

• Co-operative Federation of NSW 
http://coopsnsw.coop/)

Publications:

The Mercury Centre Cooperative Ltd
• http://mercury.org.au
• http://socialenterprise.com.au/resources/

http://bccm.coop/
http://coopsnsw.coop/)
http://mercury.org.au/
http://socialenterprise.com.au/resources/


Thank You 

The Mercury Centre Cooperative Ltd 
Post: GPO Box 4825 Sydney NSW 2001
Web: mercury.org.au/
Email: chair@mercury.org.au
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