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Consumer Co-operatives

› Rochdale Consumer Co-operatives Brisbane 1859

› Coalmining

› Adelaide/Newcastle

› Co-operative Wholesale Society

› Co-operative Federation of Australia (CFA)

› Conflict

- Centralisation vs. local autonomy

- Co-operative Women's Guilds

› Issues with farmers and unions

› Legal constraints

› Decline in post-war period (Collie, Newcastle and Suburban – 95.000)

› Survival of small number of Rochdales (Rural centres, Franchises, Localism)

› Transformational co-operatives/local food co-ops (e.g.. Alfalfa House)

› Recent positive developments
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Historians have highlighted a number of factors that assist consumer co-

operatives grow:

- Price inflation

- Periods of social unrest

- Favourable legal environment

- Support from farmers and the labour movement

- Immigration

(4) Explanations For Growth and Decline – Consumer Co-operatives



Historians have highlight a number of reasons why consumer co-

operatives decline:

- Economic prosperity

- Demographic changes

- Competition

- Direct

- Indirect

(4) Explanations For Growth and Decline – Consumer Co-operatives



(3) Agricultural and Financial Co-operatives – Australia 

› Agricultural Co-ops

- Role in processing and marketing commodities

- Dairy Farmers NSW 1880’s remove ‘middle men’ and improve returns

- Co-operative Bulk Handlers(1933), Murray Goulburn(1950), Norco (1895)

- -Demutualisation

› Credit Unions

- NSW legislation 1941

- Homeowners Co-operative Credit Society Ltd. (1945)

- CUSCAL (1992)

- amalgamations 

› Building Societies
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